September 6, 2026 Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
Text: Luke 17:11-19

One of the incredible things about the Bible is the huge number of connections, patterns, and
themes that run through it. It makes sense that they’re all there, of course, since the whole Bible was
ultimately written by God the Holy Spirit. In our series of readings throughout the year, called the
lectionary, these patterns and themes are often drawn out so that they’re easier for us to see.

Here in the past few weeks, we’ve heard quite a bit about how God is the one who saves us,
apart from our own efforts or works, and then how we respond, how we live as those saved by Christ.
Last week, this was shown through the Good Samaritan saving a man’s life purely out of compassion
and mercy, followed by the command to go and show mercy to others. This week, we see the extent of
our sin portrayed, and how Christ saves us from it out of His mercy. Having been saved through faith,
we then go forth with thanksgiving and praise to God.

So like a few weeks ago, our Gospel text today shows our Lord’s grace toward us though a
miracle. Another pattern — imagine that! Jesus is traveling toward Jerusalem, and as He passes
between Samaria and Galilee, He is approached by ten lepers. Leprosy was a terrible condition — still
not a lot of fun today — and through it and its effects we are reminded about sin and its effects on us.

First off, leprosy produces some horrible effects in those who have it. Sometimes it was a spot
that wouldn’t heal, an open sore, or a crusty, weepy patch of skin. Gross, but maybe something you
could cover up, depending on where it was. But in its more serious forms, leprosy would cause parts of
the body to literally rot off. If you’ve ever seen the 2005 film Kingdom of Heaven, a movie about the
fall of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, you might remember the part where, after King Baldwin IV
dies, his sister removes his mask and you see how his leprosy had consumed much of his face. Leprosy
was a horribly disfiguring disease, taking the body that God had given and corrupting it in terrible
ways.

This is a reminder of what sin does to us. On a physical level, our bodily sicknesses and
problems come from living in a world broken by sin. But it goes deeper than that. Sin takes our souls
and rots them. It takes the characteristics and virtues that God created into humanity and corrupts
them. Sin takes a good appreciation for beauty and warps it into vanity. It takes stewardship and twists
it into greed. It takes genuine concern for others and turns it toward gossip and sinful speculation. It
does horrible things to love, redirecting it from God and neighbor and instead toward self, while
infecting it with lust and selfishness.

Sin takes humanity, created in God’s image and made to reflect His holiness, and fills us with
the rot of evil. We can try to cover it up with the perfumes and bandages of “good works” and “being
kind” and whatever else, but in the end it does nothing to heal the disease.

A second effect of sin is that it produces separation. As you probably remember, lepers were
shunned in ancient societies, not just the Jews. Part of it was pretty obvious. People whose flesh was



decaying, who had open sores and the smell that goes with it, weren’t the most popular to be around.
You wouldn’t want them dipping into the dishes at your dinner parties, or handling the merchandise
you were trying to sell in the marketplace, or sleeping in the beds at your inn. Not only was it rather
gross, but even back then people knew that you could catch a disease from close contact, and you
didn’t want to start rotting as well.

In addition to all this, there was the Law of Moses, which God had put in place to mark His
people as distinct and to care for them. Though it required that people treat lepers with compassion and
show them generosity, it still required separation. That’s why these ten lepers are out in the middle of
nowhere, outside of a village located in the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee. Their condition
has forced them apart from others. They can’t go into towns, into markets, into synagogues or the
temple. Even the Messiah, Jesus, they have to hail from a distance.

Again, here’s sin at work. It constantly brings about conflict and division among mankind.
Every bit of strife, from wars between world powers to squabbles between next door neighbors, comes
from sin. Rather than putting others before ourselves, sin leads us to seek our own interests above
others. Our sinful nature desires to get even rather than turn the other cheek. Even those who may not
have been the guilty party at the beginning of a conflict find themselves tempted to get revenge and
retribution rather than patiently enduring offense. The result of all this is that, instead of the peace and
community that God intended for us, we find ourselves being driven apart.

Sin not only drives us apart from one another, but even worse, drives us apart from God. God is
the source of all goodness, all blessings, and all life. As the Bible says, “Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” To be separated from Him is then
be separated from these things. It is to lose out on true peace, true joy, true fulfillment. It is to lose that
very image of God, the thing in which humanity alone was uniquely created.

And should this separation continue, it leads finally to death, and not just separation of body
and soul in physical death, but the separation of a person from all that is good, forever. Like a leper
shut out of a city where all the people he knew and loved dwelt, sin would cause us to cast out from
God’s presence, into the outer darkness, alone and in torment, for eternity.

When those ten lepers cry out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us,” they aren’t just calling out
because they’ve got a really itchy rash. They are calling out because their lives, and everything in
them, is being destroyed by this disease. When we call out to God to have mercy and forgive our sins,
we aren’t just asking that He just sweep some mistakes we’ve made under the rug. We are asking for
Him to heal our souls and restore all the brokenness that affects every single aspect of our lives. And
you know what? He does.

Because God is perfect, He does what He says. Last week, we heard Him tell us to go and show
mercy, because He has shown mercy to us. Roughly 1500 years before the Lord told that parable, He
told Moses that He is the God who is merciful and gracious. When people cry out to Him for mercy,
He can’t help but show mercy, because that’s just who He is. These ten men call out to Jesus for mercy,



and He shows it to them. He knows the suffering and sadness they have endured for so long, and so He
sends them forth, cleansing them on their way.

By His almighty power, He cures a disease that was then incurable, and does so in a way that
cannot be understood or perceived. Out of mercy, He made their bodies whole, cleansing their diseased
flesh and remaking it pure and healthy. Out of mercy, He took away that thing that was separating
them from their communities, from their friends, from their families. They could now live with others,
celebrate with others, worship God with others. And though they would still die eventually, out of
mercy, Jesus spared them a painful, disfiguring death at the hands of a terrible affliction.

When we cry out to our Lord for mercy, He grants it to us. In fact, He shows us mercy even
before we cry out. Before any of us were born, Jesus showed mercy by coming to this earth and dying
on the cross to take away our sins. Before time even began, He knew the sins we would commit
against Him, and He chose to show mercy and bear the punishment that we deserve.

That mercy continues to be shown to us. When we sincerely repent and call out to our Lord for
mercy and forgiveness, He cleanses us just as He did those ten lepers. Our guilt is gone that instant.
Our slate, wiped clean. It’s just like David confessed in Psalm 51, one of the great Psalms of
Confession and Forgiveness: “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.” Just hear David’s confidence, that he shall — not might, not could, but shall — be
clean. That confidence isn’t in anything in him. That confidence is in the mercy of God.

In mercy, God not only forgives sins, but He also hears our cries and delivers us from the
troubles of this world. Now, as you all know perfectly well, we are not yet fully delivered from this
world’s troubles. That day is still to come. But we do see God’s mercy at work, especially when we
step back and think about what exactly He does, and what wouldn’t take place were it not for Him.

For example, it is a mercy of God that our bodies heal or are sustained at all. The fact that we
get better from illnesses, that we have medical knowledge such as the antibiotics that can actually cure
leprosy, that our bodies are strengthened and sustained for however many days we are given on this
earth, is all due to God’s mercy.

Likewise, that we have any peace on this earth is again due to His mercy. Do we have wars
still? Yes. Jesus says that we will until He returns. But if you think about how much war we could
have, if you think about the devastation that could come about, if you Google how bad things would get
if even a dozen or so of the world’s hundreds of nuclear weapons were deployed, then you see God’s
mercy at work. I don’t say this to diminish the suffering that comes from any war; wars inflict terrible
suffering upon their victims. But it could be so, so much worse.

The mercy of the Lord also leads Him to grant peace on much smaller scales as well. The peace
we have between individual people comes from God’s mercy. Friendship comes from the mercy of
God. Getting along with your neighbors comes from the mercy of God. Having patience with a
waitress because she’s the only one covering the whole restaurant, and then her kindly giving your kids
an extra pack of crayons with their kids’ menus, these come from the mercy of God. Love, the love of



a husband for his wife, of a mother for her children, of grandparents and great aunts and uncles for their
little ones, it all comes from the mercy of God.

We, by nature, don’t possess such love. We are only able to love because God loved us first and
poured His love into our hearts. In this life, sin still shows its face, causing disagreements between
people, and worse, but when you consider how it would be without God granting these gifts between
people, you see what great mercy He has shown. In mercy, we see some of the effects of God’s love
here in this life, and in mercy, those who believe will see the full restoration of body and soul, peace
and joy, in the life to come.

How then do we respond? As the leper — the Samaritan leper — did. “Then one of them, when
he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus'
feet, giving him thanks.” Our Lord has given gifts beyond compare, gifts that we could never pay back
or deserve. Nor does He want to be paid back, even if we could. He simply delights in our praises and
thanksgivings for His great deeds of mercy toward us.

The Samaritan knew there was nothing he could do for Jesus that would repay such a miracle.
After all, what could he possibly give to one who had such power? And so he simply falls at Jesus’
feet, thanking Him for restoring him to life. This is our guide as well. We can’t earn God’s mercy, or
return the favor to Christ for the immeasurable blessings He has given us. We simply give thanks. We
thank God with our prayers. We thank God with our songs and hymns. We thank God in living lives
that honor Him. And when we do, our Father looks at us as His dear children and smiles.

Your thanksgivings may not always seem like much to you, and the world certainly sees them as
a waste of time, but they produce joy in the heart of God Himself. And that is an incredible thing.

In the name of Jesus, amen.



