August 30, 2026 Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Text: Luke 10:23-37

So as most of you probably know, I got to go to camp this year: Lander Camp. It was a
wonderful time, for so many reasons. It was great to see so many young people engaged in our
wonderful Lutheran tradition. Singing hymns — from memory — as they washed the dishes, joining
together in our common liturgies for worship, the boys in my cabin all praying Luther’s evening prayer
before lights out — it was wonderful to see the next generation embracing the faith of our fathers, rather
than shying away from it.

And the greatest thing, in keeping with our Lutheran tradition, was digging into the word of
God. Not just superficial skimming, but diving in. For example, one of the topics that was addressed
in the Bible studies was the teaching of election. That teaching, which causes trouble for so many who
try to grasp it by human reason, was addressed with the simple word of God.

One of the passages used to explain it was the very parable we heard in our Gospel lesson this
morning: the Parable of the Good Samaritan. That parable from the mouth of Jesus gives us incredible
comfort — which, as an aside, is the point of the doctrine of election — because it shows us not what we
have to do for Jesus, but what Jesus has done for us.

This is important, because we all too often fall into the same flawed thinking that the lawyer in
this text falls into. This guy comes up to Jesus and asks, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?” Right away, there’s the problem: the guy thinks that there’s something that he must, or even can,
do to be saved.

Scripture makes it clear that our salvation is the work of God alone. Just think back to last
week and how Jesus illustrated this through His miraculous healing of the deaf mute man. Or the week
before with the clear words in Ephesians that “by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” In addition,
the fact that no one can save himself is present in the Old Testament as well. Because Jesus loves this
man, even though he’s come to put Him to the test, He engages with him to bring him to the truth.

Jesus responds, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” A fitting reply, asking a
lawyer about the Law. The man responds, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”
He quotes Scripture to Jesus, specifically Deuteronomy 6:4. And what does Jesus tell him? “You have
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” Easy, right? Just keep the Law! Jesus isn’t inventing
anything new here. The Law itself says, “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.”

That’s a bit of a problem, isn’t it? Perfection is a pretty high standard, even for a lawyer who
thinks he can challenge the Son of God in a battle of wits. So what does the guy do? Does he admit
that such a thing is impossible for him? Does he think back to the places in the Old Testament where
God says that He will make His people holy? Nope. This guy — a lawyer — starts looking for



loopholes. “And who is my neighbor?” He thinks that, maybe, if he can limit who he is responsible
for loving, narrow it down, then maybe he can keep this commandment.

What does Jesus do? He doesn’t point out that the lawyer has skipped the first part — loving
God with all you are — which is the first and great commandment. Nor does He tell the man that he
can’t love even one person in his life apart from God giving him that love in the first place. No,
instead, Jesus tells a parable, a parable that shows above all how God loves us.

It starts off with a man, a Jewish traveler, heading from Jerusalem to Jericho. Along the way,
robbers attack him, take all his stuff, and leave him for dead on the side of the road. Like last week’s
deaf and mute man, and the description of our spiritual condition from Ephesians 2 the week before,
here we get another picture of how we are before God comes to us. Unable to save ourselves, unable to
seek help for our souls, our limited time on this earth slowly fading away until death takes us. Not
good.

Then along comes a priest, and a little later, a Levite. These two figures in the parable represent
the Law. The priest performed the sacrifices required in the Law; the Levite assisted him and also
performed other duties such as making sure those going into the temple were ceremonially clean. Do
they help the guy? No. They pass by on the other side. Is this cold-hearted of them? Probably so.

But it makes sense when viewed in light of this as a parable spoken in response to the man’s
question. The priests and Levites were required to be clean. The Law requires holiness, perfection.
The priest and Levite cross over on the other side, the man’s condition requiring a separation. Our sin
brings about separation from the holy God. The dying man could not reach out and take hold of those
men and be brought to safety in Jerusalem. We cannot reach out and grasp the Law and keep it and
thereby be brought to eternal life in the New Jerusalem.

So then what? “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him,
he had compassion.” Several things here, and all point to Christ. First off, why does it matter that it’s a
Samaritan? Because the Jews hated the Samaritans. They saw them as their enemies. How does this
point us to Christ? Well, what does Scripture say about our relationship to God before we are brought
to faith? Romans 5 tells us that we were God’s enemies. Colossians 1 tells us that we were alienated
from God and hostile to Him in our mind. Psalm 51 tells us that from the moment of conception we are
already sinful and therefore separated from God. We might be tempted to think that people are by
nature sort of neutral or somewhere in the middle until they pick a side, but God’s word is clear that we
are all opposed to the Lord from the very beginning of our lives.

Despite this, what is the Samaritan’s attitude toward this man who, were he not bleeding out on
the side of the road, would’ve at best avoided him and at worse would’ve cursed and attacked him?
“He had compassion.” He didn’t make sure the man could pay him back before helping, which he
couldn’t have, since the robbers took all his valuables. He didn’t make the man sign a contract
promising to be kind to all Samaritans from that point forward before agreeing to assist. He didn’t ask



himself, “I wonder how helping this guy will benefit me?” He had compassion. He felt love and pity
for this man, and that caused him to act.

This is a wonderful picture of Christ. The Son of God saw our fallen state and how much sin
had broken us. He knew the eternal fate that awaited us, the unending death that would come because
we had cut ourselves off from life. And He knew that we were powerless to save ourselves. So what
did He do? Leave us to deal with the consequences of our choices and go start another universe? Call
down from heaven for us to just try harder to not die? Set a huge list of hoops for us to jump through
before He’d save us?

No. He had compassion. He, the God who is perfect — holy, righteous, and pure, had
compassion on us sinners. He saw us in the filth of our sin, and even how we delight in that sin like
pigs rolling around in the mud, and He loved us. It’s incredible, if you think about it. You know how
sometimes we say that a person has a face that only a mother could love? You and I have souls that
only God could love. And love us He did.

We see a picture of that love in the Good Samaritan. He takes the wounded man and bandages
him up, using his own oil and wine to cleanse the wounds. He then picks the man up and places him on
his own animal, and walks alongside as the man is carried. When they finally get to an inn, the
Samaritan pays the price for the man to stay there and be taken care of. And finally, when he leaves, he
gives more money and promises to return and take care of any additional expenses that might arise. All
of this, out of compassion. The wounded man does nothing. The Samaritan does everything. And He
does it out of love for this man.

Again, this is Jesus. God so loved the world — the fallen, sinful, rebellious world — that He sent
His only-begotten Son. That Son came to us and gave of Himself to heal us. He shed His innocent
blood to wash away the sins that clung to us. He sacrificed His life — the life of God — to atone for our
transgressions. He died so that we might live. Again, all out of compassion.

And once He had picked us up from where we had been, to where does He take us? To the inn
that is the Church! He washes us in Holy Baptism and brings us into that place where our souls may
continue to be tended. Christ is the one who gives the Church the means to care for all us recovering
sinners, the Word and the Sacraments, just like the Samaritan gave the innkeeper the two denarii to care
for the recovering man. And just as the Samaritan departed but gave the promise that he would return,
we Christians have Christ’s own promise that He will come again to bring us into glory. And again, all
of this from the mercy and compassion of our Lord.

Mercy, then, is the answer to the lawyer’s question. Jesus asked, “Which of these three, do you
think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” The lawyer replied, “The one
who showed him mercy.” Jesus then gives the command, “You go, and do likewise.” The lawyer has
been shown that he, of his own strength, cannot keep the Law. He cannot do something to inherit
eternal life. But Christ has come to bring eternal life for him and for all people. Christ has come to



show mercy even to this guy who originally came to put Him to the test. If this lawyer believed — God
grant that he did — then the obvious response to receiving God’s mercy is to show that mercy to others.

Again, the Good Samaritan didn’t make the man promise to be better to Samaritans before he
took care of him. But it’s reasonable to expect that the man, as he recovers, would obviously rethink
his attitude toward them and show them the love that he was shown.

This is our application. God has saved us, elected us, chosen us for salvation — all out of His
incredible compassion and mercy toward us. We don’t do anything. So then, how do we live in
response? We reflect that mercy to others. We seek to live lives that reflect the goodness of God to
those around us. We tell others about this compassionate God who saved us even though we didn’t
deserve it at all. We strive to keep the Law, not to inherit the eternal life we’ve already been given, but
to walk in the way that God has told us is best for us.

God has shown mercy to us, choosing us to be His neighbors, even His children. In
thanksgiving, we hear Jesus’ words to us: “You go, and do likewise.”
In the name of Jesus, amen.



