
July 5, 2026 Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Text: Luke 5:1-11

Our God is the God who has made us and given us every good gift.  In our Catechism, 
explaining the First Article of the Creed, we confess that these good gifts include “my reason and all 
my senses.”  The gift of reason truly is a gift from God.  It is one of the things that sets us apart from 
the lower creatures.  And yet, reason, like everything else in this life, has been corrupted by sin.

The challenge for us as Christians, then, is keeping reason in its right place, its proper use.  And 
to guide us through that challenge, our Lord has given to us His word.  In today’s Gospel reading, we 
get an excellent example of how we use our reason by submitting it to God’s word.

As our Gospel reading opens, Jesus is preaching on the shores of Gennesaret, which is the Sea 
of Galilee, as some of His followers, who are still living as fishermen, wash their nets after an 
unsuccessful night.  The crowd becomes too large, and so Jesus asks Simon Peter to put his boat back 
in the water so Jesus can preach from it.

When Jesus finishes preaching, He tells Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a catch.”  Then comes the reply that serves as our excellent guide.  Simon replies, “Master, we 
toiled all night and took nothing!  But at your word I will let down the nets.”

Why is this an excellent example for us?  Because two things have just come into conflict 
within Simon that come into conflict within us as well: human reason, and the word of God.  Simon is a 
professional fisherman.  It’s very likely something that he’s been doing for his whole life, probably 
learning the trade from his father, who would’ve learned it from his father, and so on.  He’s got a lot of 
experience, a lot of knowledge about this trade, and this experience and knowledge has then been used 
by his reason to be the best fisherman he can be.  And this is a good thing.

God gave Simon his reason so that, among other things, he could use it in the role of fisherman, 
a role which God had given to Simon so that he might provide for his family, get food for his 
neighbors, and just be a productive member of society in general.  When Simon uses his reason to catch 
fish, he’s doing what he’s supposed to do.

But then Jesus tells Simon to do something that goes against his reason.  “Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.”  That probably took Simon by surprise.  Why is his rabbi suddenly 
giving him fishing instructions, especially instructions that don’t make sense?  On Galilee, you fish in 
the evening, in the shallows.  To put out into the deep parts of the lake in the day is just a waste of time. 
Simon’s got nets to finish washing, and other preparations to make before the next night.  And getting 
some rest would be nice, too.

The surprise perhaps even shifted a little toward frustration.  “Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing!”  Simon’s reason would have him tell Jesus, “Look, you are the master, and I’m the 
student, but that’s just not how things are done.  You stick with the theology and leave the fishing to the 
fishermen.”
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Yet by the grace of God, Simon doesn’t only have his reason.  He has faith.  That faith would’ve 
come from hearing the word of God in his home and synagogue as he grew up.  It would’ve been 
provoked when his brother Andrew came and told him, “We have found the Messiah!”  And it 
would’ve grown as he listened to the preaching and teaching of Jesus around Galilee.

That faith leads Simon to trust in the words of Jesus and place them over his reason.  “But at 
your word I will let down the nets.”  It doesn’t make sense to him; it goes against his knowledge and 
experience.  And there may very well have been a part of him that thought that this was foolish.  But he 
does it anyway.  At the word of Jesus, contrary to his own reason, Simon casts the net.

And what happens?  “And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 
their nets were breaking.”  Simon trusts in Jesus’ word, and the result is that he gets so many fish that 
his newly washed nets begin to tear.  He calls to James and John to bring their boat over, and by the 
time they get the nets pulled up and unloaded, the two boats are about to sink.

The Lord has provided blessing so great that it nearly overwhelms the fishermen.  It’s like last 
Sunday’s Gospel reading from Luke 6, the Lord giving blessing that is pressed down, shaken together, 
running over.  By this miracle, Jesus shows Peter and the others that He isn’t just some rabbi teaching 
about the kingdom of God, but the Lord who governs creation itself.  It was power, and blessing, that 
went beyond what Simon’s reason could explain, being the fulfillment of the word spoken by Jesus.

Yet Simon’s reason comes back into the picture when he realizes just who Jesus is.  Notice that 
he shifts from calling Jesus “Master,” as an earthly disciple would, to “Lord.”  This is the Lord who is 
the boat with Simon.  And Simon’s reason leads him to understand that he doesn’t deserve to be 
anywhere close to the Lord.  Hence his statement to Jesus: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.”  Sinners can’t remain in the presence of God’s holiness, as Simon’s reason rightly deduces.

But then, again against reason, comes another word of God: “Do not be afraid.”  Simon has 
reason – good reason – to be afraid, but the word comes and puts that fear to rest.  To this sinful man, 
Jesus speaks words of peace, of forgiveness, of mercy.  He tells Simon that he need not fear.  He is not 
there to smite Simon for his sins nor condemn him for his doubts.  He is there to banish fear and 
replace it with love.

John, listening from the other boat, would later be inspired to write in his first epistle, “Perfect 
love casts out fear.”  Jesus is the love of God in flesh, the eternal Son come not to condemn the world 
but to save the world.  The blessings He would pour out would be much greater than two boats full of 
fish, but even the atonement for the sins of the whole world.

And what’s more, these blessings, this love, would be shared with the world through those men 
in those boats, even Simon Peter.  Showing yet again that His ways are far beyond human reason, Jesus 
takes this fearful, simple fisherman and tells him, “From now on you will be catching men.”

Reason would ask how men such as Peter, Andrew, James, and John could accomplish such a 
task.  Fishermen weren’t trained in rhetoric and persuasion.  They were no experts in the Scriptures; 
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surely the Pharisees and Sadducees would talk circles around them.  And how would they fund this 
ministry, since Jesus was telling them to leave their job behind to do this instead?

Yet leave they did.  “And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 
followed Him.”  Faith, clinging to the word of Jesus, led them to set aside these “reasonable” concerns 
and follow Him.  They had just seen that the word would be fulfilled, even when they couldn’t 
understand how, and that it would be fulfilled in ways beyond their imagining.  If Jesus said they would 
be fishers of men, then He would provide whatever they’d need to carry out that calling.

As we know, it wasn’t an easy calling.  There were ups and downs, moments of triumph and 
episodes of despair.  They would suffer heartbreak and guilt as their Lord hung on the cross, and 
experience joy and peace beyond measure when they beheld His resurrected body.  And when they 
finally entered into paradise, they could look back and see that Jesus had made them fishers of men.  It 
had seemed unreasonable at the time, but Jesus had given them His word, and that word had not failed 
them in the least.

Their example, Simon Peter’s example, are excellent ones for us to follow in.  God has given 
each of us the gift of reason.  This reason serves us very well when put to its proper use: making 
decisions in our day-to-day routines, working and living alongside the other people God has placed in 
our lives, choosing among the many options that God gives us in our world.  Our reason is a gift of 
God.

But as we stated before, our reason, like every other part of us, has been corrupted by sin.  This 
means that it isn’t perfect, or even neutral, but that it can lead us away from God and into sin.  This is 
especially seen when it would lead us to go against God’s word.

Countless examples exist for this.  Consider how our reason thinks that the first several chapters 
of Genesis, such as creation, must be myths or pious legends or perhaps parables of some sort.  We 
have “proof” (so-called) that we came about through evolutionary processes, lucky accidents, over 
millions of years, rather than being intentionally created by the Almighty God and given purpose and 
direction.  Imagine parents telling their child, “You were an accident; we didn’t actually want you,” and 
how that would affect him.  Now multiply that by several generations, and you get a society with 
record levels of depression and despair.

Or, as was pointed out to me by two pastors much wiser than I, this “reasonable” alternative to 
creation even undermines the principles that our country was built upon.  Our founding fathers wrote in 
the preamble of the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  If we aren’t actually created by God – a truth 
which the founding fathers said was “self-evident” – then equality among men is nonsense, as 
evolutionary theory is based upon inequality and survival of the fittest.  Likewise, if there is no Creator, 
then you don’t actually have unalienable rights, but only what those in power choose to grant to you.
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Or consider the effects of reason’s elevation over God’s word on the family and thereby society.  
God established the family back in the Garden of Eden, establishing it as a timeless institution, with the 
Creator saying, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
they shall become one flesh.”  But as we know, sin broke this arrangement, causing all sorts of strife 
within marriage, sometimes even breaking the marriage itself.  God’s word acknowledges this.

The problem is made greater, though, when reason comes along to “help.”  Reason says that, for 
example, if divorce is allowable for adultery or abandonment (as the Bible says), then it must be okay 
for really any reason, “irreconcilable differences,” “just not being in love anymore,” or whatever else.  
And if marriage is so weak, maybe we don’t really need it at all.  Maybe men and women can live 
together when it’s advantageous to them, apart from God’s institution of marriage.  And if you don’t 
have to worry about God’s word on that, maybe other parts can go as well, such as marriage being just 
between one man and one woman.  And on down the line we go.

These are all “reasonable” ideas, but they lead us to terrible places.  Without the stability of 
marriage and family, established by God to be the foundation for society, society starts to come apart.  
A family is where a child is supposed to develop a sense of safety and security.  As our marriage rate 
has been plummeting for decades, is it any wonder that anxiety, depression, and other mental afflictions 
are on the rise?  A family is where a child learns a sense of belonging.  Is it any wonder that 
participation in civic life – everything from the Rotary Club to bowling leagues to neighborhood 
barbecues – has dropped off?  Reason has led us to chisle away our foundations, and then at the same 
time caused us to wonder why the building is increasingly unsteady.

This is where we are blessed to be Christians and to have the word of God, which is the perfect 
antidote to the poisons afflicting the world today.  To those who are filled with worry about what 
tomorrow will bring, we have the Lord who already knows tomorrow and who will provide, even 
through means that reason sees as impossible.  To a society that is bringing increasingly greater harms 
on itself by trying to walk according to its own reason, we have a light and a path from God Himself, 
who made humanity, knows it perfectly, and desires its greatest good.  In a world where lovelessness is 
on the rise, and where perversions of love bring harm to so many, we have the true message of love, the 
God who is love.  We have the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Good News that God Himself loves the 
world so much that He came and died to save it, and that this love and forgiveness are offered to all 
people.

When we share the word of God with others, reason will push back.  “But that’s just the way the 
world is,” we’ll hear.  We might even say this ourselves.  But remember, reason isn’t perfect.  God is 
perfect.  This world is passing away.  The word endures forever.  Just as our Lord provided the 
incredible catch of fish for the disciples, He will provide for His Christians as we follow after Him.  
When your reason would send you worries and fear, hear the word of your loving Savior: “Do not be 
afraid.”

In the name of Jesus, amen.
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