June 28, 2026 Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Text: Luke 6:36-42

In this morning’s Gospel reading, our Lord gives us a lot of instructions. He tells us not to
judge nor condemn, to forgive and give. He speaks a parable about the blind leading the blind, and
then a description of a disciple and a master, and then an illustration involving specks and logs in eyes.
It can seem like a bunch of separate things just thrown at us, tossing a bunch of mud at the wall and
seeing what sticks.

Yet all these things flow from what Jesus says right before: “Be merciful, even as your Father is
merciful.” When we consider all the teachings that follow that verse through the lens of God’s mercy,
all those different components come together, both to show us the great mercy that God has upon us,
and then also how we should show mercy to others.

So back to that verse, verse 36. “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” Interestingly,
Biblical Greek has two words that usually get translated as “mercy.” They’re very similar — hence both
coming into English as “mercy,” but this one in particular has the nuance of being concerned about
another’s unfortunate state. It’s caring about, being compassionate towards, someone because he’s in
trouble of some sort.

Right away, that tells us something about the Father, and us as well. To say that humanity apart
from God is in an “unfortunate state” may be one of the greatest understatements of all time.
Everywhere you look, in every part of life, there is trouble. Creation experiences everything from
droughts to floods, tornadoes to earthquakes, blizzards to wildfires. People all over the world suffer
famines, epidemics, and violent conflicts. The things we make and build end up wearing out and
falling down. Our relationships are attacked by dishonesty, impatience, and pride. Our bodies get sick,
wear out, and finally die. And there’s plenty more, as I’m sure you could name.

In short, humanity is in rough shape. Doomed, even. And the thing is, we’ve got no one to
blame but ourselves. We decided to follow Satan in his rebellion against God. Blinded by the prideful
thought of being like God, as Satan had been, we followed him right into the pit of death. There,
spiritually blind, surrounded by impossibly high walls, we were trapped, unable to climb back out.

Now, what might God have done when humanity ran away from His light and fell into the dark
pit of sin and death? He could have simply judged us guilty and condemned us for our trespasses. He
would’ve been completely justified in doing so.

But He didn’t. Instead, our Father chose to have mercy on us. He saw the horrible condition
we were in and chose to save us. To do this, He sent His only-begotten Son to earth to become one of
us. He did this in order that the Son would bear our judgment, our condemnation. Remember, God
couldn’t just ignore the sins of man. He couldn’t sweep them under the rug or declare that they didn’t
count. That would make Him unjust, and God — who is the source of justice itself — could not do that.
No, His divine judgment had to be upheld.

But in mercy, He took that judgment upon Himself. At the cross, Jesus gave Himself as a
ransom for many, for the whole world, even. Every single sin that you or I or anyone else in the whole



human race has committed or will commit, He paid for. Every transgression was put on Christ, who
bore their judgment in His flesh and suffered their condemnation in His soul.

Because Christ, in the Father’s mercy, has suffered this in our place, we are forgiven and given
the blessings of God Himself. Again, Jesus has satisfied the justice of God, and so when our Lord
declares that we are forgiven, we truly are. There are no strings attached, no conditions or limits
applied. The only way such forgiveness is held back is if we refuse to receive it, if we refuse to admit
our guilt and repent. But anytime a person does humble himself before the Lord and asks for
forgiveness, the Lord in mercy answers with a full and complete pardon.

This forgiveness is one of the many gifts that our Father gives to us for the sake of Jesus. Other
gifts include our earthly possessions, such as clothing, food, home, money, stuff. Also our jobs,
communities, country, and government. Also our bodies: every breath we take, every step we walk,
every beat of our hearts. Every single day and hour that we are alive — these are all gifts from God.

In addition to these physical things, our Lord blesses us with emotional and spiritual goods as
well. When we feel calm, or joy, or satisfaction, or contentment, we have it because of God. When we
have peace, or hope, or love, it’s because God has given it to us.

And these are all things we experience in this life. Because of Jesus, God has granted eternal
life to all who believe in His Son as Lord and Savior. An eternity of absolute goodness and perfection
await all who belong to Christ. Endless day, spent in paradise, in the presence of the Almighty
Himself, is what our Lord has prepared. We struggle to wrap our minds around such overwhelming,
infinite blessings, and the reality is that they’ll be even better that what our minds can think of.

The blessings of God are like the image Jesus uses in the text: “Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.” It’s the image of a container being crammed
as full as possible, and then even more just being poured on and overflowing. It’s “My cup runneth
over” from the Twenty-third Psalm.

And it’s all due to the mercy of God. We don’t deserve any of it, but our Father pours it all out
to us out of His love for us in Jesus. Our sins atoned for, our every need supplied, our home in paradise
prepared — all the Father’s mercy.

So then, how do we even begin to show that sort of mercy to others? How do we keep our
Lord’s command: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”? The first thing is to recognize that
the only reason we are able to be merciful to others is because God first had mercy on us. The ability
and opportunity to show mercy to others is itself a gift of God.

This realization keeps us humble, preventing us from foolishly thinking that mercy is something
we stir up in ourselves by our own ability. For us, showing mercy isn’t something done from a position
of power, lording it over someone else. Rather, it’s an act of pity, recognizing the trouble someone else
is in and showing empathy, because we’ve been there ourselves.



A second part of showing mercy as the Father does is granting forgiveness to those who sin
against us. Now, mercy doesn’t mean acting like the sins are no big deal, that they aren’t wrongs
committed against God and us. It means remembering that we too are sinners, and even more
importantly, that every sin has been paid for by the blood of Jesus. When Peter asks how many times
he should forgive his brother, you might remember that Jesus told him seventy times seven. This isn’t
a random number Jesus just pulled from thin air; it’s a description of how we forgive over and over
until we lose count, because the blood of Jesus is greater than our memory. Again, this is how our
Father in heaven forgives us. There is no arbitrary number He assigns to limit His forgiveness. The
only way this forgiveness is limited is if we refuse to repent and ask for it.

Now, forgiving like this can certainly be hard to do, especially when we’ve been deeply hurt by
someone. That’s why our Lord has us pray for this very thing. He tells us to pray, “And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,” in large part so that we would be strengthened
to forgive others. It’s the Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts who gives us the power to let go of anger
and grudges. He enables us to remember the incredible mercy that the Lord has shown and to then
show that mercy to others.

The Lord also gives us a third way to show mercy to others, namely by helping them walk in
the ways of the Lord. This text, especially the words, “Judge not,” are often ripped out of context and
used in an effort to justify sin. Similarly, the command to take the log out of your eye before taking the
speck out of your brother’s eye is twisted to say that only a perfect person can correct another, and
since no one’s perfect, no one can ever say anything about sin. These interpretations are flatly wrong.

This isn’t what God does to us. Remember, we are to be merciful as the Father is merciful.
Does God in mercy tell us to just keep on sinning, to do whatever we want, because His mercy will just
make it all okay? No! Our Lord delivers us from the pit of sin and then shows us the right path in
which we are to walk, so that we don’t fall into the pit again. Remember His words to the woman
caught in adultery: “Neither do I condemn you; go and from now on sin no more.” Jesus forgave her,
and then He told her to live according to the Commandments. If we just leave all the logs and specks
in everyone’s eyes, then everyone becomes blind. And as Jesus said, with the blind leading the blind,
everyone falls into the pit.

This is where humility again becomes a key part of mercy. When we seek to lead others in the
way of the Lord, we need to be sure that we are ourselves striving to walk in the way. Before looking
for specks in the eyes of others, we need to look in the mirror for logs in our own. And all of these —
specks, logs, and everything in between — are identified through the mirror of God’s word.

The word is the lamp to our feet and the light to our path as we journey through life. It
wouldn’t be merciful to attempt to lead people by our own thoughts or ideas; that would be prideful.
But neither would it be merciful to just sit back and watch people stumble and fall into the pit. No,
mercy is taking the light that brought us out of darkness and sharing it with others lost in darkness.
Mercy is pointing them to the Lord whose mercy has saved us.



It all goes back to the words, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” Our Father did not
leave us trapped in our sins nor instantly condemn us. Instead, His Son bore the judgment we
deserved, and in place of that judgment, He has given to us life and light. We then share that mercy
with others, forgiving where we have been wronged and pointing people to the mercy of God found in
Jesus Christ.

In His holy name, amen.



